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Online publishing in museums ...
open access
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www.getty.edu/foundation/osci-report

http://www.getty.edu/foundation/osci-report
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OSCI Remaining Challenges
DISCOVERY

Finding the catalogue

OBJECTNESS
Reader confusion about catalogue boundaries

LONGEVITY
Preserving online catalogues for the public

Sustaining digital publishing
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The Future of the Monograph in the Digital Era

“Among the many issues about the digital publication of 

monographs, two emerged of particular concern: 

The long-term preservation of digital monographs, and the 

ability of university presses to ensure that digital publications 

reach their desired readerships” 

A Report to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
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LONGEVITY
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www.getty.edu/publications/digital

http://www.getty.edu/publications/quire
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Make the book readable for 
people & machines

Accessibility and search engine optimization (SEO)

DISCOVERY
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People—Basic Accessibility Checklist
❏ Skip link

❏ Alt text on all images

❏ Keyboard navigation

❏ Headings

❏ Aria roles

❏ Color contrast

❏ Progressive enhancement

❏ Readability
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<a href=”/97809203901.pdf”>Download the PDF!</a>

<a href=”/97809203901.pdf” rel=”alternate” 
type=”application/pdf”>Download the PDF!</a>

Download the PDF!
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Machines—Basic SEO Checklist
❏ Link relations

❏ Dublin core

❏ Open Graph

❏ Twitter Cards

❏ sitemap.xml

❏ JSON-LD
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Put books where people are 
looking for them

Multi-format publishing and distribution

DISCOVERY
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PDF

Online EPUB
MOBI/Kindle

Paperback

CSV JSON
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Proof is in the Pudding Stats
Ancient Terracottas 

(published January 31, 2016)

★ unique pageviews: 15,004

★ e-book: 849 by vendors 

and 51 direct download

★ pdf downloads: 160

★ print copy sales: 153

Roman Mosaics 

(published March 30, 2016)

★ unique pageviews: 12,850

★ e-book: 1,030 by vendors 

and 80 direct download

★ pdf downloads: 223

★ print copy sales: 276
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A book is a place 
that a reader inhabits
User interface and user experience (UI/UX)

OBJECTNESS



Our experience of this place 

is deeply informed 

by our sense of its objectness
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The UI/UX of Objects
1. The scope/boundaries of the object

2. Our position in that scope

3. Its position among other objects
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Make the book’s 
status clear

Publication and revision history, version control

OBJECTNESS
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Minimize dependencies 
on machinery and money

Open source, static sites

LONGEVITY
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Serving websites: Database and CMS
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Serving websites: Static
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In your control, with no initial or ongoing fees

Hugo

16K GitHub ★s

JS | Apache License

Middleman

5K GitHub ★s

Ruby | MIT License

Jekyll

29K GitHub ★s

Ruby | MIT License

Open-source static site generators
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+1 for multiple 
formats

Diversification and fallbacks

LONGEVITY
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Assume that despite all your 
efforts, it will all eventually break

Plain text ftw

LONGEVITY
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Thanks!

Greg Albers

Digital Publications Manager, J. Paul Getty Trust

@geealbers | http://digpublishing.github.io
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Resources May 8, 2017. Current version available on Google Docs

Online Museum Publications

● Art Canada Institute, https://www.aci-iac.ca/art-books
● British Museum, 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/publications/o
nline_research_catalogues.aspx

● Clyfford Still Museum, 
http://pubs.clyffordstillmuseum.org/worksonpaper/

● Corning Museum of Glass, 
http://renvenetian.cmog.org/

● Bowdoin College Museum of Art, 
http://www.bowdoin.edu/art-museum/catalogues/old-m
asters/

● MAK Center for Art and Architecture, 
http://schindlerlab.org/

● British Art Studies, http://www.britishartstudies.ac.uk/

● Snite Museum of Art, http://yieldmagazine.org/
● Hammer Museum, 

https://hammer.ucla.edu/now-dig-this/
● The Met, http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/
● Walker Art Center, 

http://www.walkerart.org/collections/publications
● Freer|Sackler, http://pulverer.si.edu/
● Tate, http://www.tate.org.uk/research/publications
● Art Institute of Chicago, 

http://www.artic.edu/collections/books/online-scholarly
-catalogues

● National Gallery of Art, 
https://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/research/online-
editions.html

● Seattle Art Museum, 
http://chinesepainting.seattleartmuseum.org/OSCI/

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gBTnrd1VFzEmEuJ-3rIy3ysGjadgloWs1xyeQuJdc1U/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.aci-iac.ca/art-books
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/publications/online_research_catalogues.aspx
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/publications/online_research_catalogues.aspx
http://pubs.clyffordstillmuseum.org/worksonpaper/
http://renvenetian.cmog.org/
http://www.bowdoin.edu/art-museum/catalogues/old-masters/index.shtml
http://www.bowdoin.edu/art-museum/catalogues/old-masters/index.shtml
http://schindlerlab.org/
http://www.britishartstudies.ac.uk/
http://yieldmagazine.org/
https://hammer.ucla.edu/now-dig-this/
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/
http://www.walkerart.org/collections/publications
http://pulverer.si.edu/
http://www.tate.org.uk/research/publications
http://www.artic.edu/collections/books/online-scholarly-catalogues
http://www.artic.edu/collections/books/online-scholarly-catalogues
https://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/research/online-editions.html
https://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/research/online-editions.html
http://chinesepainting.seattleartmuseum.org/OSCI/
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Online Museum Publications, cont.

● Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
http://seasian.catalog.lacma.org/

● SFMOMA, 
https://www.sfmoma.org/rauschenberg-research-proje
ct/

Museum Catalogues in the Digital Age: A Final Report on the 
Getty Foundation’s Online Scholarly Catalogue Initiative 
(OSCI), https://www.getty.edu/foundation/osci-report/

The Future of the Monograph in the Digital Era: A Report to 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.3998/3336451.0018.407

Digital publishing at Getty Publications, 
https://www.getty.edu/publications/digital/

Web Accessibility

● 18F Accessibility Guide, 
https://pages.18f.gov/accessibility

● Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh Web Accessibility 
Guidelines, 
http://web-accessibility.carnegiemuseums.org

● Adaptive Web Design, by @AaronGustafson, 
https://adaptivewebdesign.info

● Inclusive Design Patterns, by @heydonworks, 
https://shop.smashingmagazine.com/products/inclusiv
e-design-patterns

http://seasian.catalog.lacma.org/
https://www.sfmoma.org/rauschenberg-research-project/
https://www.sfmoma.org/rauschenberg-research-project/
https://www.getty.edu/foundation/osci-report/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3998/3336451.0018.407
https://www.getty.edu/publications/digital/index.html
https://pages.18f.gov/accessibility
http://web-accessibility.carnegiemuseums.org
https://adaptivewebdesign.info
https://shop.smashingmagazine.com/products/inclusive-design-patterns
https://shop.smashingmagazine.com/products/inclusive-design-patterns
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Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

● JSON-LD: 
https://developers.google.com/structured-data

● Schema.org, http://schema.org/
● Open Graph: http://ogp.me/
● Twitter Cards: https://dev.twitter.com/cards/overview
● Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA), link 

relations and media types, https://www.iana.org/
● Dublin core: 

http://wiki.dublincore.org/index.php/User_Guide
● Sitemap.xml, 

https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/15618
4?hl=en

Publishing Tools & Platforms 

(Current and forthcoming. Especially focused on online 
publications, open access, and multi-format)

● Quire, http://www.getty.edu/publications/
● Atlas, http://atlas.oreilly.com 
● Pressbooks, https://pressbooks.com/ 
● GitBook, https://www.gitbook.com/ 
● Readymag, https://readymag.com/ 
● Inkling, https://www.inkling.com/ 
● OSCI Toolkit, http://www.oscitoolkit.org/ 
● Manifold, http://manifold.umn.edu/ 
● Scalar, http://scalar.usc.edu/ 
● PubCoder, https://www.pubcoder.com/ 
● in5, 

http://www.ajarproductions.com/pages/products/in5/ 
● PubPub, https://www.pubpub.org/ 
● Vega, http://vegapublish.com/ 

https://developers.google.com/structured-data
http://schema.org/
http://ogp.me/
https://dev.twitter.com/cards/overview
https://www.iana.org/
http://wiki.dublincore.org/index.php/User_Guide
https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/156184?hl=en
https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/156184?hl=en
http://www.getty.edu/publications/digital/platforms-tools.html
http://atlas.oreilly.com
https://pressbooks.com/
https://www.gitbook.com/
https://readymag.com/
https://www.inkling.com/
http://www.oscitoolkit.org/
http://manifold.umn.edu/
http://scalar.usc.edu/
https://www.pubcoder.com/
http://www.ajarproductions.com/pages/products/in5/
https://www.pubpub.org/
http://vegapublish.com/
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Publishing Tools & Platforms, cont. 

● Fulcrum, https://www.fulcrum.org/ 
● Omeka, https://omeka.org/ 
● Booktype, https://www.sourcefabric.org/en/booktype/ 
● PubSweet, https://coko.foundation/technology/ 
● Hybrid Publishing Group, https://hpg.io/ 
● PublishingLab, http://www.publishinglab.nl/ 
● Panopticon, http://panopticondesign.net/ 
● Artifex Press, https://artifexpress.com/ 
● Fold, https://fold.cm/
● Editoria, https://editoria.pub/
● Atavist, https://atavist.com/
● Issuu, https://issuu.com/  

GitHub

● Getty Publications’ digital publication updates & 
revisions policy, 
https://github.com/gettypubs/digpublishing-guide/blob/
master/updates-and-revisions.md

● GitHub Guides, https://guides.github.com/
● Git for Humans, 

https://abookapart.com/products/git-for-humans
● Museums on GitHub, 

https://github.com/Ambrosiani/museums-on-github

https://www.fulcrum.org/
https://omeka.org/
https://www.sourcefabric.org/en/booktype/
https://coko.foundation/technology/
https://hpg.io/
http://www.publishinglab.nl/
http://panopticondesign.net/
https://artifexpress.com/
https://fold.cm/
https://editoria.pub/
https://atavist.com/
https://issuu.com/
https://github.com/gettypubs/digpublishing-guide/blob/master/updates-and-revisions.md
https://github.com/gettypubs/digpublishing-guide/blob/master/updates-and-revisions.md
https://guides.github.com/
https://abookapart.com/products/git-for-humans
https://github.com/Ambrosiani/museums-on-github


AAM 2017 | Online Publishing: What We’ve Learned & Where We’re Going @geealbers

Static Site Generators

● Jekyll, https://jekyllrb.com/
● Middleman, https://middlemanapp.com/
● Hugo, https://gohugo.io/
● “Why Static Site Generators Are The Next Big Thing”, 

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2015/11/modern-
static-website-generators-next-big-thing/

● The Programming Historian, “Building a static website 
with Jekyll and GitHub Pages”, by @Literature_Geek, 
http://programminghistorian.org/lessons/building-static
-sites-with-jekyll-github-pages

● StaticGen, https://www.staticgen.com/
● Headless CMS, https://headlesscms.org/
● Markdown, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Markdown

Other Tools of the Trade

● Atom.io, text editor, https://atom.io/
● Sublime Text, text editor, https://www.sublimetext.com/
● Pandoc, text conversion, http://pandoc.org/
● ImageMagick, image processing and conversion, 

https://www.imagemagick.org
● Prince XML, html to pdf converter, 

https://www.princexml.com/

Art & Museum Digital Publishing Interest Group, 
http://digpublishing.github.io/

https://jekyllrb.com/
https://middlemanapp.com/
https://gohugo.io/
https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2015/11/modern-static-website-generators-next-big-thing/
https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2015/11/modern-static-website-generators-next-big-thing/
http://programminghistorian.org/lessons/building-static-sites-with-jekyll-github-pages
http://programminghistorian.org/lessons/building-static-sites-with-jekyll-github-pages
https://www.staticgen.com/
https://headlesscms.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Markdown
https://atom.io/
https://www.sublimetext.com/
http://pandoc.org/
https://www.imagemagick.org
https://www.princexml.com/
http://digpublishing.github.io/
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