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What is Code?
Paul Ford

(Bloomberg Businessweek)
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Arcadia
Iain Pears

(Faber Digital & 
Touchpress)
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The Secret War Between 
Downloading and Uploading

Peter Lunenfeld
(Chandler McWilliams 

& MIT Press)
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We’re not simply going from 
point A to point B,
we are also inventing point B

Amy Whitaker
@theamywhit
Art Thinking
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• Read and Write HTML
• Manipulate CSS
• Recognize and wonder at JavaScript
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• Read and Write HTML
• Manipulate CSS
• Recognize and wonder at JavaScript

Understand the
qualities of code
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Code is ...

plain text
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Code is ...

variables
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x = 2

3 + x = 5
x/x = 1
“I have x kids”

Code is ... variables
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x = Bruegel

Two early sources for x’s biography 
are Guicciardini's account of the Low 
Countries and Karel van Mander's 1604 
Schilder-boeck. Guicciardini recorded 
that x was born in Breda, but van 
Mander specified x was born in a 
"village near Breda", the (now Dutch) 
town of Bruegel. x entered the Antwerp 
painters' guild in 1551.
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x = [Bruegel, 500013247]

Two early sources for x[0]'s biography 
are Guicciardini's account of the Low 
Countries and Karel van Mander's 1604 
Schilder-boeck. Guicciardini recorded 
that x[0] was born in Breda, but van 
Mander specified x[0] was born in a 
"village near Breda", the (now Dutch) 
town of Bruegel. x[0] entered the 
Antwerp painters' guild in 1551.
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16th Century

start_date: 1500
end_date: 1600

Bruegel

name: Bruegel
ulan_id: 500013247
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Code is also ...

patterned
iterative
read/write
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Code is also ...

patterned open
iterative collaborative
read/write
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What will our point B be?
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The Internet
2010

Barrett Lyon
www.opte.org
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OSCI
Online Scholarly 
Catalogue Initiative

Discoverability
Longevity
Boundaries

www.getty.edu/foundation/initiatives/current/osci/
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OSCI
Online Scholarly 
Catalogue Initiative

Discoverability
Longevity
Boundaries

www.w3.org/TR/pwp-ucr/
www.getty.edu/foundation/initiatives/current/osci/
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W3C/IDPF
Portable Web 
Publications

Open Web Platform
Discoverability
Reading Order
Version Control
Cross-referencing
Manifests and Links
Archiving
Accessible Metadata



Heidi Neilson, Cloud Book Study, 2011
heidineilson.com/cloud-book-study/
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The Truman Show
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Publications have ...

Objectness
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Disconnect it
Distribute it
Make it transparent
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1.
2.
3.



Disconnect it
www.getty.edu/publications/romanmosaics
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Database + CMS
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Static Site Generator



Distribute it
www.getty.edu/publications/romanmosaics

@geealbers
#digitalarthistory



Make it transparent
www.getty.edu/publications/romanmosaics
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Readers should innately ...

The scope/boundaries of the object
Their position in that scope
Its position among other objects
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And if all else 
fails, just make a 

print book!



Thanks!

@geealbers
galbers@getty.edu

Art & Museum Digital Publishing 
Interest Group
http://digpublishing.github.io


